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SECTION I: INTRODUCTION  
 

1.1 BACKGRO UND 

Gujarat is one of the most developed states of India. The state is endowed with vast 

reserves of mineral and characterized by high industrialization. It features high rate of GDP 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ нл҈ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƻǳǘǇǳǘΦ tƻǿŜǊΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

and trade contribute a major share to the prosperity of the state. A Gujarat stand 5th is the 

contribution towards the total GDP of the nation. 

 

Gujarat, with its mission to make itself a vibrant place to live and work, has been 

implementing several structural reforms in the recent past. With its growing 

industrialization, presently, the state is all set to achieve an exponential growth curve. To 

facilitate such economic growth, increasing needs of the people for better quality of life and 

to cater the burgeoning trade through the hinterland, the state has also drawn an 

infrastructure road map and intends to develop a world class infrastructure to sustain the 

rapid pace of economic growth. Gujarat has experienced a rapid rate of urbanization in last 

four decades. 

 

There are 8 municipal corporations and 9 urban Development Authorities within the state of 

Gujarat. Rajkot is the one of the largest city in Gujarat in terms of population as well as in 

area. Rajkot is also the Rajkot is the 28th urban agglomeration in India and is ranked as 

22nd in "World's fastest growing cities & urban areas" for the period 2006 to 

2020.1Looking at its growth rate and rapid expansion, there is a pressing need to reconsider 

and redirect the development and growth patterns in the next decade. 

Rajkot, since its foundation has been major urban centre, it is the centre for social, cultural, 

commercial, educational, political and industrial activities for the whole of Saurashtra 

                                                      
 

1
 FTANT Database & FHWA Highway Statistics 2005, Asian Cities Database by ITPD, WRI/EMBARQ & CAI-Asia 2005, 

JnNURM CDPs, ITPS Public Transport for Sustainable Mobility in Asian Cities, DTRS: Australian Trends to 2020 
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region. In 1646 AD a permanent settlement had begun further the city was ruled by various 

Hindu and Muslim kings. In 1822 AD East India Company established a khothi for the first 

time, first railway line in Kathiawar was establish during 1872-73 AD in Rajkot. The Golden 

period of Rajkot started from the time of Sir Lakhajiraj (i.e. 1905 AD) which shows 

institutions, residential areas and markets being developed, special school and libraries for 

girls were established. 

Rajkot became the capital of Saurashtra region with the end of the British rule and the most 

prosperous period of Rajkot began. The decade since 1947 A.D. saw a phenomenal increase 

in the population and size of Rajkot and its all round development in education, industry, 

commerce, culture, etc. Today, it is a major small scale industrial & trade hub in the whole 

Saurashtra region. 

1.2 REGIONAL CONTEXT 

Rajkot is strategically located in the centre of Suarashtra Region in the Aji basin. Rajkot is 

spread on both banks of Aji River which cuts through the city. The city is well connected not 

only to major towns within the state but also to neighboring states through strong 

transportation linkages all by rail, and road. 

The notified Rajkot Urban Development Area is carved out of the one district and 5 talukas - 

Rajkot, Padadhari, lodika, kotdasangani and Tankara from Rajkot District. RUDA is 

surrounded by the other small villages form other talukas. 

Within a periphery Form the boundary of RUDA there are 3 urban centers (Municipalities) 

namely Jamnagar in the north westerns part, Bhavagar to the southeast and Junagadh in the 

east. 
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Growth of Rajkot  

In 1646 AD a permanent settlement had begun further the city was ruled by various Hindu 

and Muslim kings. In 1822 AD East India Company established a khothi for the first time, 

first railway line in Kathiawar was establish during 1872-73 AD in Rajkot. 

The Golden period of Rajkot started 

from the time of Sir Lakhajiraj (i.e. 

1905 AD) which shows institutions, 

residential areas and markets being 

developed, special school and libraries 

for girls were established. 

Rajkot became the capital of 

Saurashtra region with the end of the 

British rule and the most prosperous period of Rajkot began. The decade since 1947 A.D. 

FIGURE 1 REGIONAL CONTEXT OF RUDA AREA 
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saw a phenomenal increase in the population and size of Rajkot and its all round 

development in education, industry, commerce, culture, etc. 

 

1947-1961 

Decision of establishing small scale industrial estate at A (Bhakti 

Nagar Industrial area) is responsible for the development of area B 

(Bhakti Nagar Station Plot), for residential and commercial 

purpose. Change in the land use pattern had an impact on the 

surrounding areas.  

Commuting routs C and D (which 

connects Surendranagar and Bhavnagar 

made it possible for development of 

surrounding area for the residential and 

industrial use. E Roads joining Rajkot 

and Jamnagar helped in the 

development of the areas for 

residential purpose, but the 

development was slow. Shifting of the 

railway line from the middle of the city 

and construction of Dhebar road 

altered the infrastructure of the city to 

a considerable extent. 

1961-1990 

A being main lines of communication by 

road and rail respectively to Rajkot and 

other industrial cities, the area 

developed as residential area for the 

workers. 

B road connects to Bhavnagar and B' developed as Aji industrial estate, the portion limits 

itself to residential and industrial land use as the area is bounded. 
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C Physical growth took place towards Gondal road and Bhaktinagar due to the development 

of roads, national highways and industrial estate and new infrastructure. 

E Saurashtra University developed on the 

western side of the city and the area is 

now slowly developing with institutional 

and residential land use, there by 

accelerating the growth on Kalawad road. 

1.3 RAJKOT URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY (RUDA) 

As stated above the Rajkot Urban 

Development Authority came into 

existence on the 1st day of February, 1978. 

The following are the powers and 

functions of Rajkot Urban Development 

Authority under the provisions of section-

23(I) of GTP & UD Act, 1976. The area 

under jurisdiction of RUDA was 

686.31sq.km. The first expansion was done in the year 2002 that include 18 villages on the 

all over side covering an area of 203.31sq.km. 

1.3.1  FUNCTION OF RUDA  

Under Section 23(1) of Gujarat Town Planning and Urban Development Act 1976. The power 

and functions of an Urban Development Authority shall be, 

(i) To undertake the preparation of the Development Plan for the Urban Development 

Area. 

(ii) To undertake the preparation of Town Planning Scheme. 

(iii) ¢ƻ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ Ŧ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ 

authorities functioning in Urban Development. 

(iv) To guide, direct and assist the local authorities of authority and other statutory 

authorities function in Urban Development Area in the matter pertains to planning, 

development area in the matter pertaining to planning, development and use of 

Urban land. 
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(v) To control the development activities in accordance with the development plan in 

the Urban Development Area. 

(vi) To execute works in connection with water supply, disposal of sewerage and 

provision of other services and amenities. 

(vii) To acquire, hold manage and dispose of property movable or immovable as it may 

deem necessary.  

(viii) To enter into contract, agreement or arrangement with any local Authority/Person 

or organization as the urban development authority may consider necessary for 

performing its functions. 

(ix) To carry out any development work in the urban Development Area as may be 

assigned to tit by the State Government from time to time. 

(x) To exercise such other powers and performs such other function as are 

supplemental, incidental or consequential to any of the foregoing powers and 

functions or as may be directed by the State Government.  

1.4 PLANNING AREA AND ADMINISTRATIVE FRAMEWORK 

 

Based on the Administrative entities the RUDA area can be categorized in two distinct areas: 

1) Rajkot Municipal Corporation 

2) Rest of RUDA  
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1.4.1 RAJKOT MUNICIPAL CORPORATION (RMC) 

The local body of Rajkot city received the status of Municipal Corporation in 1973. It is 

governed under provisions of the Bombay Provincial Municipal Corporation Act of 1949. 

Rajkot Municipal Corporation (RMC) is responsible for the provision and maintenance of the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

The RMC area was divided into 18 wards and 1 zone namely Central covering an area 69 

sq.km before year 1998.Spatial distribution of the population within the city over the 

decades shows that up to 2001 most of the new population added to the city was 

concentrated within the RMC limits itself, especially in the western part.    

FIGURE 2 ADMINISTRATIVE BOUNDARY OF RUDA  

RMC  
RUDA   
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In year 1998, around 35.85 sq.km area gad been added on the western side of the city, 

which made the total area of the city to 104.85sq.km.Expansion of the peripheral areas 

began in the 2011 and has continued since then.  

 

                                   

TABLE 1 ADMINISTRATIVE ZONES OF RUDA 

No Administrative zones  Area(sq.km) 

1 Central Zone 22.25 

2 West Zone 47.92 

3 East Zone 34.68 

 Total Area 104.85 

(Source:GIS databse RMC ) 

 

FIGURE 3 RAJKOT MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY 
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Rest of RUDA  

Rest of RUDA included villages surrounding Rajkot Municipal Corporation area other than 

Growth centers within the RUDA Administrative Boundary. It includes 54 villages combining 

with 686.31sq.km of land. 

1.5 PAST PLANNING EFFORTS  

The planning process for the city of Rajkot  is governed by the Gujarat Town Planning and 

Urban Development Act, 1976 under the provisions of which the Rajkot Urban Development 

Authority prepares the development plan for the entire area of RUDA including the area 

under the Rajkot  Municipal Corporation. With this RMC is left with the preparation of Town 

Planning Schemes for the area under its jurisdiction based on the development plan 

prepared by RUDA. 

The sanctioned Development plan required to be revised at least once in ten years and 

accordingly RUDA has undertaken the work of first Development plan was prepared in the 

year 1984.  

The state of Gujarat as it exists today was then formed on 1st May 1960. It was realized that 

the preparation of DP for areas confined within the Municipal boundary would not meet the 

challenges of urban development since the urban growth knows no boundaries. It was felt 

that if planning activities are undertaken in a more rational and scientific basis with 

reference to development of areas which are not necessarily restricted to the areas within 

the jurisdiction of local authorities, it will be possible to create better conditions. It was, 

therefore, considered necessary to replace the aforesaid Act by a more comprehensive 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ŀǎ ά ¢ƘŜ DǳƧŀǊŀǘ ¢ƻǿƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ŎǘΣмфтсέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎe from 1st February,1978in the State of 

Gujarat. 

Under the effect of this act RUDA got its first Sanctioned Development Plan in the year 1984 

and same was revised for the first time in the year 2002. RUDA has prepared 12 Town 

Planning Schemes and RMC has prepared 36 TP Schemes under this act. 
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The salient features of the previous two development plans are explained below: 

1984 Development Plan 

�x Land under green was reserved  

�x Reservations for public purpose by RMC  

2002 Development Plan 

�x Provision of restricted residential zone 

�x De-reservation policy adopted and public utility plots made 

available through TPS 

�x Planning in accordance with Transportation to Segregate 

Regional and Domestic traffic by proposing Ring Road. 

 

FIGURE 4  PAST PLANNING EFFORTS 


























































































































































































































